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This book categorizes the lectures held during the 2nd International Meeting 
on Medicine and Pathology organized by the Working Group History of Pathology 
of the European Society of Pathology in Padua, Italy in 2015. Although it is not 
customary to publish these meetings in full, this time it was chosen to do so be-
cause of the exceptional content of the program. This content was influenced by 
the celebration of the 500th birth year of Vesalius (the famous Padua anatomist) 
and this occasion  was used to highlight his role in anatomic research. The first 
part of the book (500 years from Andreas Vesalius) is therefore dedicated to the 
importance of Vesalius work. It gives a splendid description on the life and work 
of this brilliant man who shaped anatomy. 

The second part contains a variety of papers on the history and medicine and 
pathology, such as several papers about historical aspects of cardiac disease (con-
genital disorders, heart transplantation, famous people affected by heart disease) 
and lectures about historical medical collections and other issues.

The third part contains interesting medical biographies about persons who 
had an enormous impact on medical thinking e.g. Norman Barrett, Herman 
Boerhaave, Giovanni Battista Morgagni, John Morgan, Santiago Ramon y Cajal, 
and John Snow.

The main editors of this very interesting compilation, Fabio Zampieri and 
Gaetano Thiene, deserve a lot of praise for the enormous effort to forge all con-
tributions into a well-organized whole. The result is a book that is not only very 
instructive, but also very enjoyable to read and is suitable for physicians, medical 
historians and scholars in these disciplines.

Foreword

Jan Van den Tweel
past President, Working Group History of Pathology 

of the European Society of Pathology

Gabriella Nesi
President, Working Group History of Pathology 

of the European Society of Pathology
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Introduction

Fabio Zampieri1, Alberto Zanatta1, Cristina Basso1, Gaetano Thiene1 
1 University of Padua Medical School. Department of Cardiac, 

Thoracic and Vascular Sciences; 2 University Museums Centre (CAM)

This book reports the proceedings of the 2015 meeting of the History of Pa-
thology Working Group of the European Society of Pathology (ESP), held in Padua, 
Italy, on June 4-6, 2015. The meeting had the purpose of promoting history of 
medicine, particularly related to the centenary tradition of Padua medical school, 
captivating the interest of young researchers.

The Working Group is composed of European pathologists, pathologists 
in training and PhD students interested in the history of their discipline. The 
historical studies concern the development of pathology as scientific method for 
the understanding of morbid processes and the investigation of historical objects 
such as anatomical specimens preserved in European medical museums.

The Unit of Cardiovascular Pathology and the Unit of Medical Humanities of 
the Department of Cardiac, Thoracic and Vascular Sciences of the University of 
Padua organized the meeting, proposing as principal issue of the symposium the 
history of Padua medical school. In 2014 occurred the 500th anniversary from the 
birth of Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564), student and then professor of Anatomy 
at Padua University from 1537 to 1543, founder of modern human anatomy. The 
first part of the meeting was exclusively dedicated to that extraordinary figure of 
this physician and scientist. It is worth mentioning that, other than anatomy, also 
modern physiology and pathology were founded at this University. William Harvey 
(1578-1657) graduated in medicine in Padua in 1602 and in this University, as 
pupil of the famous anatomist and surgeon Hieronymus Fabricius (1537-1619), 
collected the fundamental insights for the discovery of blood circulation, which 
radically changed the course of human physiology. Giovanni Battista Morgagni 
(1682-1771) taught anatomy in Padua for almost sixty years (1715-1771) and he 
published On the Seats and Causes of Diseases Investigated by Anatomy in 1761, 
which can be considered the cornerstone of anatomo-clinical method and the 
dawn of pathology as a new discipline. 
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Finally, 2015 marked also the 30 years from the first Italian heart transplanta-
tion, performed by Vincenzo Gallucci (1935-1991) during the night of November 
14, 1985. The Institute of Pathology of Padua University hosts a collection of 
about 3000 hearts affected by the most different conditions, which can be defined 
as one of the hugest collection of this kind in the word. The Institute hosts also a 
Museum of Pathology with a spectacular assortment of teratological specimens. 
The meeting represented a valuable occasion for promoting the knowledge of 
these important collections.

This symposium was designed for introducing and promoting the history of 
medicine, and the history of Padua medical school, in a promising international 
network with many opportunities of cultural exchanges and collaborations. The 
University of Padua is honored to promote at European level the study of the 
history of medicine and the knowledge of the role of Padua medical school in the 
development of scientific medicine. This meeting want to be a guiding project 
in view of future congresses planned by the Working Group in other European 
institutions, with the scope of permanently promoting the study and teaching 
of history of medicine as a fundamental part not only in the training of young 
pathologists and physicians, but also in the continuing education of doctors. 


